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U M  STUDENT FINDS MIDDLE EAST state + cs +
A FAR CRY FROM MONTANA
By Nancy J. Harte 
UM Information Services
MISSOULA, M o n t . —
The winter nights get "cold." Sometimes the temperature is as low as 65 degrees above
zero.
Obviously, the place isn't Montana. The place is Kuwait, where not only is 65 degrees 
considered cold even in winter, but where 130 degrees is considered normal on a summer's day. 
Combine that temperature with the typical 90 percent humidity and it is hot!
With heat like that, it's no wonder that a University of Montana student who spent 
several years in Kuwait should notice that one of the biggest businesses in that country is 
air conditioners.
Peter D. Wilkins, a UM freshman majoring in business administration, served in Kuwait 
and Iran from 1973 to 1976 as a Marine security guard, protecting the American embassies, 
classified material and American personnel.
As a native of Clark s t o n , W a s h ., and a resident of other towns in Washington and Montana, 
Wilkins, 22, found the heat posed problems not usually encountered in the cool Northwest. 
Billings and G l a s g o w , where Wilkins once lived, just don't get so hot.
But the high temperatures weren't the only things Wilkins had to get accustomed to in 
the Middle East.
Wilkins also found the food, traffic and social customs vastly different from what he 
to
was accustomed/in the United States.
"The mainstay of the Arabian's diet is mutton," Wilkins said, "but they also eat quite 
a bit of rice, nuts and dates."
m o r e
. Wilkins said he ate with his comrades in the Marine Corps more often than not.
The traffic in the Middle Eastern cities followed no set patterns, Wilkins said, and 
people follow the principle of "offensive driving," rather than the defensive driving known 
to Americans. In Tehran, the capital city of Iran, drivers go wherever they want, and i t’s 
the other drivers' responsibility to avoid colliding, he explained.
Wilkins said Arabian society still hasn't accepted the new role women are taking in 
most of the Western world. Women walk behind their husbands, he noted, and serve as servants 
to them.
"Women's liberation hasn't hit that area yet," Wilkins said, but he did notice that some 
changes are gradually taking place. Women are being allowed to go places and to participate 
in activities usually reserved for men only, he said. For example, women used to be 
excluded from attending parties, but now they are allowed to attend parties as guests 
occasionally instead of only as servants.
Wilkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Wilkins of E v e r e t t , Wash., brought back more 
than memories of his time spent in the Middle East. He also brought a stack of photographs, 
including one of former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger during one of his trips to 
the Middle East, and a complete Arabian costume. Wilkins bought the costume in Kuwait, the 
capital city of Kuwait, for about $17.
The basic garment of the costume, and the most expensive part of the outfit, is an 
ankle-length white cotton robe with long sleeves and a high collar. A crocheted cap is worn 
to hold the hair and a "kaffiyeh," a square cloth that is folded in half into a triangle, 
is worn on the head. Wilkins has two kaffiyeh--a lightweight white cotton one for formal 
occasions and an informal one made of heavier cotton with a red and white pattern.
Heavy loops of bound cord are fitted over the kaffiyeh to hold it in place. The 
kaffiyeh and the cords, known as "algo," come in various styles, colors and materials 
according to the quality of the costume and the occasion for which it is to be worn. To 
match his kaffiyeh, Wilkins has plain black-wrapped cords for informal wear and a fancier 
algo of gold cords trimmed with red string. Both have long fringed strings which are used 
to adjust the algo to fit the wearer.
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Although Wilkins said he enjoyed the traditional aspects of Middle Eastern life, he 
also occasionally missed the Western customs and sports that were familiar.
While he enjoyed the camel ride that had Wilkins going one way and the camel going 
another, sometimes he wished there were more familiar forms of entertainment around. In 
Kuwait, for example, although the nation has the w o r l d’s highest per capita income, the 
capital c i t y’s total Western amusements include one bowling alley and a couple of tennis 
courts while Wilkins lived there.
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